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THE BHETHREN EVANGELIST. 


A S*rlal of Inatractloa Invitta* Grave Heaeareh, 
No. 10. 
It may aa well be stated at this stage of my 
address, that you not only add much to the Gob- 
pel but take some from it, and ignore essential 
commands. We are creature* of education and imi- 
tation. As we become indoctrinated, so we 
contend>nd areas i mperious to sound logic as any- 
body else. We are repeatedly commanded to 
salute one am it her with an holy kiBn. The lan- 
guage is positive, unqualified, and binding upon 
all believers. It is one of the cardinal doctrines 
of the church. To set it aside, implies the right 
to set aside prayer, baptism, or the communion. 
Yet in 1835, when the question was before the 
annual meeting whether or not to treat colored 
members on an equality with white members, the 
following decision was made. "Bnt inasmuch as 
we receive our members with the holy kiss, and 
there is a repugnancy in some of our white mem- 
bers to salute colored members in this way, the 
colored members should b.-ar with that weakness, 
and not otter the kiss to such weak person, until 
they become stronger, and make the first offer, 
etc." In 1845 the above decision was virtually re- 
enacted, and was repeated in substance in 1849. 

It means in substance, "you need not obey this 
command when it becomes repugnant to you." 
Had it been similarly worded in regard to bap- 
tism, it would have licensed the applicant to dis- 
pense with it, if "repugnant;" or relative to ieet- 
washmg, if "repugnant," you may dispense with 
it until you are stronger. It exalted predjudice 
above Gospel obedience, and grants a license, 
which, us wen in other churches on different 
jKiints, has been the fruitful theme of German 
Baptist harangue for a century. That one act 
proves the ease with which a church may overlook 
the beam in Us own eye, while seeking indus- 
triously to pluck the mote out of some other de- 
nomination's eye. That decision was never re- 
pealed and it is in force to this day. Why not be 
as liberal with the mustasche, or "plain white cap 
out' mothers used to wear?" 

The commands to "Go ye therefore and teach all 
nations," Go preach my Gos[>el to every creature," 
have never been complied with, and every attempt 
to do so has been discouraged, or strangled with 
some impractical scheme that bore the ear- marks 
of impotency upon its very face. "The Brethren 
Church Extension," was killed outright. In 1882 
a query was found in the following words : "Re- 
solved that Rush Creek District Meeting petition 
Annual Meeting to decide that the command of 
Mark xvi, 1(5, is as binding upon every member as 
feet washing, or any other command of the. Gos- 
pel, and as such must be obeyed." The design 
was to arouse a sentiment in favor of this neg- 
lected commandment of Christ, and by sending it 
to Annual Meeting receive an answer that would be 
important. Strange to record the verdict, but 
the N. E. District of Ohio, to which it was sub- 
mitted, voted it down. It stands to-day upon the 
record of that council— "lost ;" a significant an- 
swer to thousands of souls lost, like the query, be- 
cause the German Baptist church persists in ignor- 
ing this imperative command of Christ. Her 
decisions are absolutely mandatory, but this very 
positive law of God is only advisory. The same 
district meeting on the same day that it voted 
the above named question down, voted to send the 
following query to Annual Meeting; "Is it right 
for a minister of the Gospel to buy and ship stock? 
If wrong, what shall be done wi'h those who en- 
gage in it?" The former query was not consid- 
ered worthy to be sent to Annual Meeting, yet the 
latter silly question was sent up with due gravity. 
So much for the scope of the legislative body 
that makes mandates for the church in one point, 
which could be as truthfully expanded into scores 
and hundreds with a little more paper and ink. 

The boast of keeping the entire law, is Jake, and 
the charge that other denominations neglect posi- 
tive Gospel commands, falls back upon the Ger- 
man Baptist church with crushing weight. 

Again, the legitimate outgrowth of Annual 
Meeting legislation has manifested itself in divi- 
sion, hatred, unkindness, and injustice ; whereas, 
the Gospel commands the very reverse, or union, 
love, kindness, and justice. If a man keep the 


whole law and yet offend in one point, he is guilty 
of all. What is true of a map, is true of a church ; 
to effect this the church has the choice of means. 
You choose to do it by legislation, and you have 
done it conclusively. It would be im mure crimi- 
nating to legislate baptism out of the church, than 
to erect mandates that in their very nature lead 
to division or hatred. 

Love is as vital as feet washing, and justice aa 
virtuous as prayer ; yet the legitimate outgrowth 
of your church discipline, implanted legalized ha- 
tred and injustice in the hearts of your adherents. 
I need not refer to anything more remote than 
your barring of church doors, to sustain thia point 
You unjustly expelled IIolBinger. suspended the 
ministry of Bashor, and in neither case you gave 
a fair trial. 

No court in civilized society, except a mob court 
would have tainted its judicial ermine with a sim- 
ilar exhibition of injustice. 

A dozen similar cases could be cited, where 
the farce of a trial was exhibited as a cover, 
but where justice was a total stranger, and mercy 
and truth were absent quantitks. 

Had you acted upon enlightened Christian cour- 
tesy, and bore up with a lofty courage for what 
you seem to" maintain as your principles, and al- 
lowed those dissenting from you to depart in 
peace, and then treated them with decent civility, i 
it would have been different. It would then have i 
been a question of relative merit. 

Bnt when you came down to the very dregs and 
put small, ]>ersonal, petty selfishness in your con- 
duct instead of great Christian ideas, what other 
result could have been expected V The more you 
dwell upon things of childish peevishness, the more 
that principle was cultivated, and the fewer great 
men you developed. It is still a serious question 
among your own ranks, whether you can ride the 
whirlwind and direct the storm before you, for ihe 
selfish and hateful instincts you have developed to 
torture your enemies with, will turn and rend you 
when their prey in other quarters can no longer 
be obtained. There is more real, internal, crrup- 
tivc force within your church to-day than there 
was in 1882, and of a more dangerous character. 
Time will prove it. 

(lb be continued.) 


DlalogiBtlc Declamation Rendered at the 8. S. Conven- 
tion, at Fair Haven, Ohio, May 80th, 1885. 


NAMES OF PERFORMERS: 

A. Clara A. Millci . B. Ida Shidler. 

C. Clara Underwood. D. Sadie Earner. 
Con. All speak in concert. 

A. ' Who is the greatest in the kingdom of hea 

ven? 

B. What is greatness as it relates to the king- 
dom of heaven ? 

C. "Not great like Cscsar stained with blood, 
But only gn at, as wc are good." 

D. I conceive the true elements of greatness to 
center in God, and consist in goodness and beauty; 
for the Prophet, Zechariah. says of God, "How 
great is his goodness, and how great is his beauty ! 
And David speaks of the "Beauty of the Lord." 

A. Are we not taught in the Gospel, that there 
is none good, but one, that is good ? 

B. That is a fundamental truth and evinces 
the fact that all greatness, goodness, and beauty is 
from God, and can he possessed by His Son, by 
angels, by man. and in nature, cotZy as derived from 
the Father. 

C. What object lesson did Christ use to dem- 
onstrate this truth ? 

D. He took a little child and set him in the 
midst of them and said, "Verily I say unto you," 

A. "Except ye become as little children, ye 
shall in no wis* enter into the kingdom of hea- 
ven." 

, B. Wherein do children reflect the elements of 
great ness V 

C. In humility ; they humbly confide in their 
parent b, and believe what they say. 

D. In innocence ; they have not been defiled 
with sin. 

A. In goodness and beauty ; they have not 
learned to do evil, and their beauty has not been 
marred by the sorrows and cares of this world. 

B. They are heirs of the kingdom of heaven 


by virtue of the atonement ; tor Christ *a}a : 
Con. "Of such is the kingdom ol -heaven." 
C. In view of all thiB, what are the responsi- 
bilities of the parents, the pastors, and the church? 
U. All parents should look noon their children 
as heaven's treasure, confidtd to them, and should 
"bring them up in the nurture and admonition of 
the Lord." 

A. All pastors should endeavor to cultivate an 
interest and deaire in the minds of both parents 
and children to be regular attendants at church. 

B. By what means is he expected to accom- 
plish this? 

C. By good deportment. 

D. By visiting families. 

A. By preaching good sermons. 

B. Adapted to the wants and understanding of 

all. 

Con. And especially to the understanding ot 

children. 

C. All churches should maintain a well-regu- 
lated Sabbath School — not enshrined in the mys- 
teries of defunct usages, customs, and fashions of 
past generations, but by cultivating a love for the 
good and the beautiful, both in nature and revela- 
tion, in all things availing themselves of the most 
approved method of the age in which they live. 
Christ admired the beauty of the lily, and said; 

Con. "Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed 
like one of them." 

D. What is the present answer to our ques- 
tion ? 

A. "Whosoever, therefore, shall humble him- 
self as a little child, is the greatest in the kingdom 
ot heaven." 

B. What is the future and final answer io oui 
question ? 

C. The Patriarchs, Moses, and the Prophets 
were great in their day, but they will not be the 
greatest, tor they are only the servants of God. 

D. The Apostles, and Fathers of the Church, 
were great in their day, but they were only the 
servants of the Church. 

A The Reformers and martyrs during the 
middle ages, wtre great in their day, but they 
are only witnesses to the Truth of God. 

B. The angels in heaven are, and always have 
been great, but they are only God's servants and 
messengers. 

C. John the Baptist was great, but Christ 
says. He that is least in the kingdom of heaven 
is greater than he. 

D. Christ humbled himself as a little child, 
and aa a son, learned obedience even to the death 
of the cross. 

A. Wherefore, God has also highly exalted 
him, and has given him a name which iB above 
every name; that at the name of Jesus every 
knee »hould bow, and every tongue in heaven, on 
earth, and under the earth, shall confess that he is 
Lord, to the honor and glory of the Father. 

Con. And at this time, ChriBt is the greatest 
in the kingdom of heaven. 

B. Why is Christ greatest in the kingdom of 
heaven ? 

C. Because he was the greatest that waB with 
the Father before our world was made ; and in his 
humiliation he became the least; he was rich, but 
for our Bakes he became poor. 

Con. "That we through his poverty might be- 
come rich.'' 

D. And that "He might gather together the 
Saints of all ages, nations, and languages, and 
with the assistance of the angels, marshal them 
through the golden streets of the New Jerusalem. 

A. And upon the Elysian fields of glory in 
innumerable multitudes, present them to the Fa- 
ther and say : 

Con. '•Behold I and the children which thou 
hast given me.** 

B. Will Christ continue forever to be the great- 
est in the kingdom of heaven? 

C. He will reign nnlil he has put all enemies 
under his feet, and when death, which is the last 
enemy, shall be destroyed, when Christ shall be 
acknowledged and obeyed by all, He shall give the 
noblest and grandest evidence ofhis greatness, by 
delivering up the kingdom to his Father, and him- 
self becoming subject that "God may be all in all." 

D. Hence, the future and final answer to our 
question is, God, the eternal, invisible, and immu- 
table, even the Father of our Lord Jesus ChriBt, 

Con. Is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven 
— world without end. Amen. 

A. Amen. B. Amen, C. Amen. D. Amen. 


